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Abstract 

The post-World War II political order is plainly collapsing in many of the world's most advanced 

countries. Think: Brexit, or the United States, but also the fate of socialist parties in France, Italy, the 

Netherlands, Spain, and now perhaps Germany, as new parties arise and jostle for power. What explains 

this dramatic turn of events? The discussion will survey theories and evidence about “Populism,” 

nationalism, external forces, and other factors proposed by analysts of different persuasions.  


